


Sincerely,

Clint Abernathy

President, Northwest ISD Education Foundation

The Northwest ISD Education Foundation (NEF) is a 501©(3) non-profit, tax-exempt 
organization composed of community leaders and businesses, working together to 
enhance the quality of education in Northwest ISD. Our primary funding priorities are to 
support educators and students in Northwest ISD through innovative teaching grants and 
scholarships for our graduates. 

The Northwest Independent School District is home to 2,700 educators and 24,100 
students.  Northwest ISD serves families in 14 different communities, spanning 234 square 
miles and parts of three counties (Denton, Tarrant and Wise). The district operates 
three comprehensive high schools, an accelerated high school, six middle schools, 18 
elementary schools, a special programs center and a youth residential program. As a fast-
growth school district, NISD is estimated to continue growing a pace greater than 1,200 
new students per year. When the district is built out, it is anticipated more than 90,000 
students will be enrolled in Northwest ISD. 

The generosity of local businesses and our community enables them to experience 
innovation in the classroom, exposing them to limitless possibilities for their future!  NEF 
annually distributes innovative teaching grants to NISD educators totaling more than 
$100,000, and more than $45,000 in student scholarship.  Your dedication and continued 
support are crucial to meeting the needs of this ever-expanding, premier district!

There are many opportunities to stay involved with the Northwest ISD Education 
Foundation.  Providing funding through sponsorship and donations, volunteering time on 
various committees, and attending NEF events are all important ways you can contribute 
to the success of the foundation.  An important goal of the foundation is to form strong 
partnerships with leaders in the Northwest community. A partnership greatly enhances 
the quality of education in schools by bringing the talents and resources of the business 
community into the classroom. Each partnership is based on the needs of the school and 
the resources of the partnering organization. 

There are no limits to what can be achieved in a partnership with the Northwest ISD 
Education Foundation! 



Meet the Board of Directors
The Northwest ISD Education Foundation Board of Directors is made up of business owners, 
NISD alumni and community members with a passion for the students and teachers in 
Northwest ISD. All business and affairs of the corporation are managed and governed by the 
Board of Directors. Directors are selected by the Executive Committee and elected by a vote 
from the Board Members in office.

The Board meets once per month and a typical board agenda includes reports and routine 
business including development, finance and governance, events and marketing and 
programs. The school district and Education Foundation have a signed Memorandum of 
Understanding between both boards that defines and explains the purposes, commitments 
and relationship for both entities.

 Empower, Engage, Encourage

Our Mission
The mission of the Northwest ISD Education Foundation is to provide financial support to 
empower NISD educators, engage the community and encourage future-ready students.

Our Vision
To be the recognized leader in providing financial support to teachers and students in the 
region that Northwest ISD serves. 

Strategic Goals:
1.To create an infrastructure that allows NEF to fulfill its mission and vision.

2. Secure, safeguard and manage the funds to ensure the financial prosperity of NEF.

3. Engage the community by providing effective communications through marketing, public 
relations and outreach.

4. Encourage future-ready students through high impact opportunities to increase academic 
excellence.

5. Establish trust with NISD educators to empower them to seek opportunities with NEF.



The Northwest ISD 
Education Foundation 
takes pride in providing 
Innovative Teaching 
Grants to hard working 
educators in the district looking to open 
new doors for their students! Grants given through 
the foundation allow educators to take a more 
creative approach and dream bigger! Since 
1999, NEF has invested more than $1.6 million in 
Northwest ISD classrooms in the form of teaching 
grants.

NEF not only stands with teachers, but for them. 
Each year, teachers are encouraged to support 
the foundation during the annual Employee 
Giving Campaign.  Every dollar raised during the 
campaign goes directly toward Innovative Teaching 
Grants, bettering the lives of students and campuses 
all across the district.

“I truly believe the programs and materials these 
grants will provide have a powerful impact on 
students now and in the future. I am thankful for 
the grant process and to have partners in providing 
meaningful opportunities for my students.” 

– Melissa Quisenberry, Seven Hills Elementary 
librarian and grant recipient

Innovative 
Teaching  
Grants



Scholarships
The foundation is proud to award the NEF Encouraging Excellence 
Scholarship annually to help ensure graduating seniors continue their path 
to success, even after they leave the district. In addition, NEF partners with 
businesses, local organizations and individuals to support students through 
unique scholarship and endowment opportunities. 

Students are carefully chosen by a volunteer committee based on 
motivation, merit, community involvement, financial need and their personal 
essays. Recipients are announced during campus award ceremonies each 
year. 

To date, the foundation has awarded more than $500,000 to deserving 
students across Northwest ISD. 

“Northwest ISD believes kids come 
first, and that remains a focus even 
after students graduate.”

 – Emily Conklin, executive director 
of communications and NEF



Gala
Known as the best event of the year, you will enjoy dinner, 
auctions, dancing, and more, all while supporting a great cause! 
This springtime event is our largest fundraiser and there are many 
ways to support. Sponsorships, tables and individual tickets are 
available. In-kind services and donations to the silent and live 
auction are also needed. In 2017, NEF supporters raised $106,000!

New Teacher Breakfast and Convocation
Join us for two unique back-to-school events each year! The 
New Teacher Breakfast welcomes more than 300 new teachers 
to the district at a breakfast with a message from Dr. Warren. 
Then, the district will kick off the new school year at a pep rally 
style Convocation event with more than 2,700 staff members in 
attendance. Sponsorships are available.

Events - Ways to Get Involved

There are several ways to take action and make a difference in your district 
through partnership with the Northwest ISD Education Foundation. Fundraising 
events throughout the year, such as our annual golf tournament and gala, 
allow community members and educators to collaborate for the good of 
the district. Whether you are able to provide time, talent, financial support, 
or all of the above, the foundation needs your help to ensure the best 
opportunities for students and teachers in Northwest ISD!

Legends Golf Tournament
Hosted in the fall at the Marriott Champions Circle Golf 
Club, NEF’s annual golf tournament is always a great day 
for networking, fun and fundraising! Sponsorships or teams 
are available, but don’t hesitate as this is usually a sellout! 
In 2017, NEF supporters raised $70,294!

Grant and Scholarship Committees
Innovative teaching grants and student scholarships are carefully 
chosen each year by volunteer committees. Committee members are 
given access to read grants and scholarships on their own time, and 
meet twice for discussion and decisions. Once recipients are chosen, 
volunteers are invited to join us for the Grant Brigade, where grants are 
distributed to teachers during a surprise visit to individual campuses. 
Volunteers are always needed to help in this special process!

7



Highlights 
2017-2018 School Year

grants awarded 
across 17  
campuses for 
more than 
$88,000

33 scholarships 
totaling 
$48,70028

awarded in scholarships to 
students taking Advanced 
Placement Exams7K

donated books to 
the district through 
the Barnes & Noble 
Holiday Book Drive

2.4K
raised through sponsorships  
at annual events 184K

To date, more than $1.6 million in  
innovative teaching grants

To date, more than 500,000 in student 
scholarships




